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Ministry of defence police RPL mapping to PCDA initial entry route 

MDP programme content to year 1 PCDA 

Summary 

This document outlines the potential transfer of learning from the Ministry of Defence Police 

Programme (MDP) to the new initial entry routes in to Policing of the Police Constable Degree 

Apprenticeship (PCDA). This mapping is for guidance only to ascertain usage for recognition of prior 

learning (RPL) for a MDP officer onto the year one of the PCDA. This suggested RPL is subject to 

the RPL policies the Higher Education Institute (HEI) to which the learner is applying. 

The below mapping applies to the identified route of a Ministry of Defence police officer that has 

undertaken the Diploma in Ministry of Defence Policing. 

The mapping is based on a ‘near’ match in learning with some content inferred as being 

transferrable between roles. 

Curriculum mapping 

National Policing Curriculum (NPC) subject area: 

23 NPC subject areas 

5 subject areas have >70% learning outcome match (= 22% overall) 

12 subject areas have <70% learning outcome partial match (= 52% overall) 

6 subject areas are not covered in the MDP curriculum (= 26% overall) 

Learning outcomes: 

Total LOs = 142 

Total matches = 29 = 20% (>70%) 

Total near/partial matches = 59 = 42% (<70%) 

No match = 54 = 38% 

Minimum content: 

Where there was ambiguity around whether learning outcomes matched, the underlying 

indicative content from each curriculum was examined to establish the extent of the match. 
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Aspects to cover to allow for ‘full’ transfer of Year 1 PCDA: 

Competency-based criteria mapping – Independent patrol status (IPS) only 

The following areas are covered in the MDP Programme remaining gaps to align to full IPS would 

need to be delivered: 

5 of 10 PCDA competence areas are covered or partially covered when mapping qualification units 

of Diploma in Ministry of Defence Policing (MDP) to competence areas in the PCDA IPS (50%). 

However, this competency relates to the role only of the MDP and therefore needs coverage for 

a home office policing role. 

6 of the 18 assessment criteria contained in the MDP programme match or are near matches to 

those relating to IPS in the PCDA, representing a 33% match overall 

Conflict Management – Whilst the criteria relating to conflict management are identical, the 

difference in context, variations in personal protective equipment and available powers relating 

to managing conflict between that of a MDP and PC are to be recognised in RPL of this role. 

 

Bridging learning requirement from mapping  

The following aspects of learning would need to be undertaken in order to fully bridge the learning 

on the MDP to the full year 1 of the PCDA: 

Partial coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Understanding the Role of the Police Constable 

related to role context of a PC 

Input required relating to changing context – Maintaining Professional Standards 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Evidence-Based Policing 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Problem-Solving 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Research Methods and Skills 

Partial coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Communication Skills 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Wellbeing and Resilience 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Victims and Witnesses 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Leadership and Team Working 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Criminology and Crime Prevention 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Vulnerability and Risk 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Public Protection 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Counter Terrorism 



Report or project title  college.police.uk 

© College of Policing Limited (2022)  Page 3 of 3 

Partial coverage of PCDA subject area in relation to context and PC role (Year 1) – Criminal Justice 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Digital Policing 

Partial coverage of PCDA subject area in relation to context and PC role (Year 1) – Response 

Policing 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Policing Communities 

Additional learning input required relating to powers, legislation and change in context from MDP to 

PC – Policing the Roads 

Additional learning relating to learning outcomes – Information and Intelligence 

Full coverage of PCDA subject area (Year 1) – Conducting Investigations 

 

The above should be supplemented by: 

A period of coached patrol to achieve remaining competency requirements that are relevant to the 

PC role (IPS as a PC) and partial re-examination of areas already achieved in the context of the 

PC role. 

Skills support for academic skills development from level 3 to 4 

  

 

 

 

 


